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The OT Lesson:  Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 85; The Epistle:  Colossians3:5-11: The Gospel: St John 6:5-14.


To “know which side of the bread your butter’s on” is a socioeconomic virtue pertaining to occupational discernment.  The condiment of butter represents more than just your basic nourishment; it represents abundance in edible goods.  Why take a job that only pays you enough to buy bread, when you’re qualified to take another, available job that pays you enough to buy butter, as well?  Assuming that other job, affording one both bread and butter, is not unsafe, illegal, immoral, insensible, or ungodly, most of us would take it, instead of settling for a job that only affords us bread.  Although many others in this postmodern world could take or leave the category of godliness in choosing an occupation, most of us, here, tend to appreciate the option to enjoy an economically “abundant life,” as long as the occupational means of enjoying such a life doesn’t dishonor God or cause harm to any neighbors.


God doesn’t frown on those who enjoy bread and butter, any more than He smiles on those who only enjoy bread.  The Christ who taught His disciples, saying, “Blessed are the poor…,” is the same Christ who benefitted from the faithful generosity of a number of rich people who donated of their goods, for His earthly mission.  And, unlike a lot of career-politicians today, Jesus Christ has no “double-standards” for His dealings with different people.  Indeed, the only standard Jesus used, in course of His earthly dealings with man, was the standard of God’s Law.  Moreover, the only way Jesus taught His disciples to pray, beginning with “Our Father…,” was based on God’s Law, which, in Hebrew tradition, was passed from father to son.  Amazingly, the “daily bread” for which Jesus tells us to pray, is “super-substantial bread,” according to the D-R Bible translation from the Latin.  Truly, our Heavenly Father desires to feed us, abundantly, from His hand.


As verse 12 of Psalm 85 says, “The Lord will indeed give us all that is good.”  As the prophet Jeremiah says, “The Lord is our righteousness.”  And, if the Lord is our “portion,” in Psalm 119:57, St. John’s Gospel, from start to finish, says that the Lord is our abundance!  Going forward, today, we’ll see that Jesus, by His incarnation, His perfect obedience to God’s Law, His death, His resurrection, and His ascension into heaven, has secured an abundant life for us.  Whatever good we pursue, and whatever evil we eschew, we do so not to secure that “abundant life,” by our own power, but rather to express thanksgiving to God our Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has already secured it for us. 


In vv. 12 & 13 of John 6, the Greek terms designating “leftover,” are related to the participle in John 10:10, wherein Jesus says, “…I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  For v. 14, wherein Jesus is described as “the Prophet who is to come into the world,” the Complete Jewish Study Bible supplies quotation marks for “the prophet,” as well as a footnote highlighting Deuteronomy 18:15, which refers to the prophet like Moses, “the hoped-for Messiah.”  

The same source, in its explanation of v. 12, declares that “the destruction of food was prohibited,” according to “traditional Jewish law.”  Of great importance to this source is the observation that “[i]n feeding the multitudes, Messiah honors the edicts of Judaism by stating, ‘Gather the leftover pieces, so that nothing gets wasted.’ “  Thus, Jesus is presented as a law-keeping Messiah, in John 6.  One important implication is, Jesus is not just another, religious leader who issues mandates for other people, without abiding by the same (cf. Matt. 23:4).  Rather, Jesus, the Messiah, leads other people by His Own example, no doubt an example foreseen by the prophet Jeremiah, who hailed the coming Messiah as, “the Lord our Righteousness.”


Moreover, in the very next chapter of St. John’s Gospel, Jesus chastises the religious leaders who prefer making a good “appearance,” instead of leading others by a truly, good example (see John 7:19-24).  Those “religious leaders” were the ones who, according to John 5, had wanted to kill Jesus, both for healing a paralyzed man on the Sabbath, and for explaining His healing act as evidence of His substantial Sonship to God the Father (John 5:1-18).


So, our passage from John 6 falls right between Jesus getting persecuted in chapter 5 and Jesus getting persecuted, again, in chapter 7.  Even more interestingly, while in John 6 Jesus refers to Himself as the “Bread of Life” (v. 35), in John 7 Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit, yet to be given through Him, as “Rivers of Living Water,” hearkening readers to Isaiah 58:11, which seems to foreshadow the blessing of God’s Spirit nourishing His people, as a “Spring of Water, Whose Waters Do Not Fail.”


All of this takes place, remember, within the first, twelve chapters of St. John’s Gospel, comprising the “Book of Signs.”  Perhaps, in light of our other Scripture readings, the most edifying “sign” Jesus shows His original audience members, as described within the “Book of Signs,” is His devotion to Jewish law, in that He refuses to waste any of the food fragments remaining from the feeding of the 5,000.  
“Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days,” writes Ecclesiastes.  This is an expression which could have been used, either as a way of encouraging a generous attitude toward the poor, or as a way of encouraging a diversification of one’s financial resources.  In the case of our Lord, such an expression could have covered not “either…or,” but “both…and,” since He certainly did feed the poor, hungry pilgrims who followed Him, but His manner of feeding them, no less, allowed for plenty of “leftovers” for Himself, His disciples, and any other guests, in the form of 12 baskets-full, all from 5 bread loaves and 2 fish!  Needless to say, after the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus and His disciples still possessed food in “abundance,” which, from the Greek, is an alternative translation to “leftover.”  Again, especially compelling is that the Greek word used in John 6:12-13 to describe “leftovers” is the same word used in John 10:10 to describe the life that Jesus has come to give His people: “I have come that they might have life and have it abundantly,” says our Lord.


Ultimately, John 6:5-14 serves to show us that the One who multiplied the bread loaves is, Himself, the Bread of Life who gives us life, abundantly.  Whatever good things we pursue, and whatever bad things eschew, are not the means by which we secure the “abundant life” Jesus gives to us, but rather, the means by which we render due thanks to Him, for the abundant life that He has secured for us, by way of His incarnation, His perfect obedience to God’s Law, His death on the cross for our sins, His resurrection from the dead for our justification, and His ascension into heaven, from whence He would pour out upon us the Holy Spirit from God the Father, that we might be made strong for service to Him, in keeping with the prayer of today’s Introit.


Today’s other Scripture readings are intended for our education, concerning the way of living out that “abundant life” our Lord gives us, highlighting certain activities we should pursue and certain others we should eschew, many of which, in the latter category, are woefully second-nature to us!  But, as St. Paul tells the Colossians, those activities that are earthly, seemingly natural, and yet contrary to God’s Law are tantamount to “idolatry” –– sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness.  And, when we find ourselves blocked, in any way, to satisfying ourselves with such “idols,” we resort to the defense mechanisms of anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk.


The good news is, God in Christ calls us to come to Him, just as we are, laying aside those idols and all the attached defense mechanisms, and lifting our eyes above the narrow horizons of this present world, in order to behold things eternal in heaven, and to show thanksgiving to God for the abundant life He has given us in Christ, the true Bread from heaven, who would become the last Prophet for the world and the Abundant Life for His people.  
Jesus Christ, the Lord our Righteousness, has secured eternal life for us; let us present our pursuing of the good and our eschewing of the evil, as our thanksgiving sacrifice to God, offered now and always.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Amen.+ 
